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Face Aesthetics in Contemporary E-Technological Societies 

 
 
You are being asked to participate in the research project FACETS. The team conducting 
the study is composed of professors and researchers at the University of Turin and at 
the Turin Polytechnic University. 
 
This information sheet describes the motivation for the research, how we will collect 
and analyze data, and the potential benefits and risks associated to this study. 
 
Your participation is entirely voluntary. You are free to withdraw your participation from 
the study, at any time and without consequences. 
 

Why is the study carried out? 
FACETS studies the meaning of the face in contemporary societies, with particular focus 
on digital representations. The face is the most important channel through which 
humans interact with each other. The purpose of FACETS is to understand how the so-
called digital age, and in particular the diffusion of social media, has changed the way 
we use, represent or interpret human faces. FACETS also studies the public “faces” that 
people choose to represent themselves in their digital profile.    
 
To this purpose, FACETS will collect and analyze images used as profile in Instagram and 
Facebook, in combination with information about the profile owners, such as age, 
nationality and gender. The data collected will allow researchers to answer many 
questions relevant to the society. The following are only some examples of the 
important questions that FACETS researchers are trying to answer:  how do people of 
different ages or countries choose to present themselves? how do people participate in 
social movements through their digital appearance? how are people reacting to the use 
of masks due to the COVID-19 pandemic?  
 

How will your data be collected and used? 
With your consent, FACETS will analyze the content of the images currently available as 
your public profile pictures on Facebook and/or Instagram. You will be asked to fill in a 
short questionnaire to provide information about you such as where you currently live 
(town), your age, gender, nationality and education. Optionally, you can provide also 
your religion and marital status.  
 
Participants will not be accepted or rejected on the basis of their responses; their 
images, combined with this information, will be divided into various groups based on 
socio-demographic information obtained through the questionnaire.  
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With your consent, the FACETS website will automatically download the images directly 
from your Facebook or Instagram profile. You will be asked to login with your Facebook 
username and password and grant permissions to retrieve your profile images. You will 
have the option to donate only the current public profile picture, or to donate all your 
past profile pictures.  
 
Alternatively, if you do not wish to grant us access to your Facebook or Instagram 
accounts, you have the option to create a FACETS account on the FACETS website, and 
manually upload the image, or images, from there.  
 
Both Facebook/Instagram and FACETS accounts will grant you access to a private area 
in the FACETS website, where you will be always able view the list of all images donated 
throughout the project.  
 
The images will be analyzed by FACETS researchers with the help of several software 
tools. These may also include artificial neural networks, a technology which is generally 
known as “artificial intelligence”. Some of the images provided may be used as examples 
to “train” the neural networks used by FACETS researchers to recognize specific 
patterns. Some examples of the information FACETS researchers will be able to extract 
include the number of persons/animals appearing, where the photo was taken (indoors, 
outdoors, at the seaside, etc.), whether the image is a selfie or a portrait, whether the 
image is a cartoon, a drawing or a photo, and many others.  
 
It is possible that the images you used as profile for your Facebook or Instagram 
accounts contain other persons, such as your friends, family, colleagues or children, who 
are not participating in this study. To protect their privacy, you will be asked to indicate 
such images, and their faces will be altered so that they are no longer recognizable. 
FACETS researchers may use for this purpose facial recognition software. 
 
The information extracted from the images will be analyzed by FACETS researchers, 
and may be made available to other researchers in anonymous form, but your images 
will not be transferred to third parties. The results of this research may be published or 
presented to others. You will not be named, and your images will not be shown, in any 
reports of the results without your consent. Further information about how your data 
is processed is provided by the privacy statement.  
  

What are the risks and benefits of this study? 
There are no direct benefits to you for taking part in this study. Other people may 
benefit in the future from the information about social media that comes from this 
study.  
 
The FACETS team is grateful for your participation and, as a token of appreciation, you 
will have access to individualized analysis of the images donated to this study. 
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The analysis of the digital images of your face does not involve any risks for you, except 
those related to the study of large amounts of data and the possibility of losing them. 
FACETS reduces these risks by anonymizing the images provided, that is, by removing 
any personal identifiers such as name, email or nickname.  
 
Images collected will be stored securely and privately, and will only be accessed by 
FACETS researchers for the purpose of scientific research. They will not be shared with 
third parties or used for commercially purposes.  
 
FACETS team will only use profile images, which are already made public by Facebook 
and Instagram. The team will only use images and data for which you have given explicit 
consent. The team will not try to access or collect any other images or information 
related to you in any other web platform, site or page, and will not try to profile you or 
otherwise discriminate you on the basis of race or sexual orientation.  
 

Who can participate in this study? 
Only adults, 18-years old or older, and capable of giving an informed consent, can 
participate in this study. 
 

Who sponsors this study?  
FACETS research is carried out by staff at the Department of Philosophy and Educational 
Sciences, University of Turin, and at the Department of Control and Computer 
Engineering, Turin Polytechnic University. The project is funded by the European 
Research Council. There are no direct commercial interests associated to this research. 
The Intellectual property deriving from this research belongs to both University of Turin 
and Turin Polytechnic University.  
 

How long will be data stored? 
Your data (including your images) will be stored for five years after the completion of 
the FACETS project, and in any case no longer than November 2029. After such date, 
they will be destroyed. At any moment, you can ask your data to be deleted (“right to 
be forgotten”).  
 

 
For more information contact FACETS team at info@facets-erc.eu 
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